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KATIE COBir
The Alleged Husband Poisoner Entirely

Self-Poised Under Trial.
I

A FACE LIT WITH SMILES.

Bishop, the Cowardly Villain, on the
Witness Stand.

NOT LIKE A PLAY.

Will KhIp Bp HhiispiI Because Ihe Grocer's
» ' .1 K 4 II.. n..A. 1

It was a fortunate circumstance for mo that I had
been so much Impressed with the beauty of the place
and that this woe a subject on which Mrs. Cobb was

naturally responsive, or I should have made a sorry
mess of the interview, for although I had ospocial'y
ought it I stammered like a schoolboy attempting

his tirst declamation, and, dually, in the midst of tuy
blundering. blundered upon a congenial topic to both
of us. The allusion evidently was pleusuut to Mrs.
Cobb. Her faee lit up with a genial smile and u

pleased intelligence looked out of her eyes.
While she spoke I hail time to study her
contour. ami I may Bay just here that
lor a Now Knglaml woman aim stood the inspection
well. Tall and thin, she is not angular, and in a

softer climate she would have developed into majesticwomanhood. Her face is not beautiful.her featuresare too regular, her chin is too square, and her
month is too large and straight cut for beauty, lint
there are lutelligenee and upiiarent randor in her
looks that recompense for these physieal imperfee-
tions. Then she is so natural and unatTeeted in her
conversation, ami so easy and setf-poUed in her manner,even with the shadow of a great crime hanging
over her, that, seen at her best, she eannot fail to bo
fascinating, and so Wesley bishop's infatuation is
not a matter of such great surprise.

IMVHF.HStOH* OK THK PKKKMIMNT.

To give luy interview with Ratio Cobb in detail
would be impossible. It was a rambling conversation,jumping from theme to theme ami from place
to place without any count- -tiou or coiisccutiveiicss.
There was no mentlou of bishop, of course, but in
everything Mrs. Cobb said the mind of the listener
would naturally recur to some allegation of his
either in his confession or his testimony. When she
spoke of the delightful drives iu the neighborhood
she was talking on a subject which would have
l>"cu agreeable to her if bishop had never existed.ami her manner showed that she was

entirely oblivions of what was iu my mind.
Bishop's story of driving with her. Then
she -poke of Troy and the "Muhawk
Hutch," referring to those worthy Knickerbockerssomewhat disrespectfully, and accompanyingthe remark with a neat little gesture of detestation.Htrange!y enough, it was to Troy she went
when bishop says she corresponded with hitu and
was in such baste to get hack to him, au<l
It was st Troy where Charlie Cobb was

when bishop claims ho spent whole nights
in Mrs. Cobb's company. but the remark
was drawn from her as the sentience of an nbservaSl.it,,.f ml,... o.,l t .1,, hit# IwlUt,.. .k. >1.

Hixhop for the moment or auxpected that I war thinkingof lit in : I win anxious to catch a glimpse of tho
wouiuii in a moment of forgctfulnoaaof thnnrdcal elie
la uinh rgoing. and either I succeeded or xh« ia a

niiii'li better actress tliun I think alia ia. Aa t was
turning away her little daughter cane up to her to
take leave nf lur for the day, and ahe
ktaxed the rhfld in an eaxy, motherly way
that had no trace of the sorrow that ia impending
over hoth of them. Aa I left her ahe bowed and
untiled taintly and eadly. "('an it be possible," I
aaked my an If ax 1 walked away, "that tbla woman, ao

aelf-poaacaaed In bcr extremity aud yet ao free from
everything like overacting, ahotild lie a criminal aa

determined and ferocious aa tho worat character
French fiction baa derived from tint imagination of
Gaburinn ?"

ia XIIK l,IKJ! OAHORtAN'a HKIUUHR ?
I'p to that moment I had never thought of the Cobb

murder in connection with "The Myatery of Orclval."
Then the parallel came to me with atrikiug force.
itaborlan'a heroine waa attend: her accomplice waa

a villain ami a coward .Just amdi a coward aud villain
a* liiahop haa ahown himself to lie In hia confeaaioua.
Ahout liim I hail.t could have no doubt. Aa ha
at in the witncM' chair during tho day, clammilyunfolding Ida tale of horror.clumally

try tliir to evade the giillnwa hy tiling the guilt
of murder upon the woman whose paramour he profeaxedto l>e.I had ample opportunity to watch aud

itudy him. In mental graap ami in moral prroaptlon
he ia aimply what ho la in pcraonal appearance.
Oieared, cunning. Shu tiling and angular. In every
xttrihute lie ie what would be called a vary common
man among common men. A manly luiptilre would
be impoaaible to eucb a nature, though a aeernt and
uureaaoiilng paaaiou might himl and hold him. S, Ifcoiiteaaedae a betrayer, a poleoner and a Itar, he can
only bu regarded aa aomethiiig too monatrona tor
contact with lux kind. In it possible that a woman who
could boldly plan and calmly and percletcntly etccuteancb » 'murder aa he charges tltxiti Mra. Cobb
could love am h a man? If ahe could, Idiud Indeed
xho must have been to hi* detects.mental, moral and
physkai. lint It ia in In r blind paaxmu tor a man

NEW YOItK
inferior to her that the parallel with Oaborian's
heroine begin*. It Uisliop's story it true, Katie Cobb
itiuM not have been more like the unnatural alid
tieudisU woiuan the novel(at depict* if ahe had studied
the novel to imitate the heroine.if she
hail modelled the potsouiug of tier busbumlafter that terrible example. Th<' whole theory
of the proai-eutioii tuid the defence. the whole que*tiouof guilt or iuuoeuure to uiy iniud depends on
tin' uuawer to the n-aumptlou of Wealev llisbop that
Katie Cobb so loved hiiu that ahe was willing to saeritieoeverything iu the world for him.uaino
and tame, Uuahand ami ehihlruu, ana even
l.erftelt. Mi-re guilty pasxiou will not answer
the requirement* of *ueh a case. it must
ha.« been all absorbing, aoul-devouring love.
Whether she wa*|*o awayed by au unreasoning and
overwhelming pa.sion ia a revelation which the story
itaelt uiuat disclose. ami an I have been at the trouble
to gather and collate all tliu facta.

CHAHI.1K COIlll.
The drat important tact or facta in my inquiry

was Charlie Cobb liimselt. He was a comparatively
young inau.healthy, vigorous, industrious, »eltrespeutiagaud respected. He hud been in
both the army and navy, and at the
time of his death he was an influential
member of Sedgwick Post. t>. A. 11. He was also a

prominent Mason, a prominent Templar among the
Temperance Knights and a prominent member of au
organisation here known as the O. I). <). 1 asked
what the I). i>. I), was, but only got for answer, "Oh,
tiie O. i>. O. onus." in hi* business ami social rela-
tiou. he was exceedingly popular, and it i» generally
admitted that few men seemed happier iu his home.
"Everything waa pleasant between Cobb and
his wife," said Betsy Gardner, who was Intimatewith tho family preceding tlio murder."She was a very neat housekeeper,"
teaufled Mrs. Fuller, Cobb s only sister, Kven the
venerable Mrs. Cobb, the mother of the deceased,
whose testimony was lull of the bias of grief and
affection, was always on gooff terms with her
daughter-in-law. But more important than all this,
Bishop says, in his first confession, that when he
urged the wife so to eouduet herself that her husband
would renounce hor, she replied, "Charlie would not
leave nie and the children on any provocation."
It wus in sueh a household that Bishop, clammy,
uncouth and ungainly, claims that lie was the
tempter. If he was he was a veritable Black Crook
among lovers. Charlie Cobb knew of Bishop's visits
to his house; He was not unaware that the gossips
were busy with His wife's reputation; his father, U;s
mother and his sister told*hint of these things, but
be went on trusting and loving his wife till he died.
The excellence ot his domestic relations.or at
least his own satisfaction with tliein.is establishedbeyond all cavil in question. Alt this
1 conceive to be important, not only as a circumstancein this singular narrative, but as the very
foundation of the startling drama to which it is the
prologue.

roBn's hoi'sk.
On the dramatic stage ii(> tragedy is even effective

unless the scene is well laid. This American melodramawould be incomplete without a glance at the
scene plot. Because of this, and because the situation
of Cobb's house has been made an important feature
in tie- trial. 1 give a diagram of the neighborhood.
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K-W. II. Wsbli. K.Joint Mnrpliy.
K.%V 11 it in J. Merrill. L.OiMirgt 0. ibitos.
Tin- house is situated on a plateau on the heights

above what is known as tin- i ovh. Through thin cove
the waters of the Shot ticket How. On tin' opposite
bank and betweeu the shot uekct and the Yanlie on
the hlutf* anil In the gorges la Norwich proper. The
Cobb Hide of the stri-aiu is not no imposing as the
other and the Cobb bonne is about a hundred
yard* hack from the river. It in a New Knglaud cottageor villa of the regulation style ol architect ure.
Tin-re is a portico or veraudah over the front door,
and a bay window ou Pearl street and a side entrance
on Ann street. It is jicculiarly exinised to observation,and bishop's wagon, stopping in l'earl street
many times a day. could not fail to elicit remark.

what run nf.iohhous s\w.
The trial shows that all the neighbors, especially

those whose houses aru marked on the diagram,
were busy taking notes. Mra. brown noted the prolongedvisits of bishop to Cobb's house: Mrs. .1.
Cutler saw them from her kitchen window; Mrs.
Kuulce T. Cutler counted them and found they
were as many as six in one day: Mrs.
Jane Merrill timed bishop's call once nnd
foiiud it was half an hour, and .Mr. Asaph H. Young,
who was often on the lookout for him to give htm
orders for groceries, got In tin- Imbit of timing him
two or three times weekly. Although the neighborhoodwas thus engaged for a year or more, and iu tiie
faee of much gossip, there was no
scandal. Charlie Cobb went to his work
In the morning ami returned to dinner,
went to work again iu the afternoon and came hack
in the evening without troubling himself about how
often or how long bishop's wagon stood in l'earl
street. Finally, in February, isrn, lie stckeiie<r~hiid
after several similar attacks he died in June, boring
his illness bishops wagon came and went
all the same. Cobb was poisoned.of that there ia no
no doubt. His pbyaiciaiiM suspected poison.both he
and his wife were told of it, and alter liin death ProfessorDorcinus found it in large quantities in his
stomaeh. He hud lawn fed on arsenic and lm was
saturated with it; he shrunk into a mere skeleton;
hia hair uud lu'iird lull out: noltody ilouhted that he
had been murdered, iind suspicion pointed usturally
to Kate Cobb and Wesley bishop.

chahlik conn's ruittMi..
When the reports of ( buries Cobb's death and its

concomitant circumstances were noised abroad tlio
exeltciiicut in the village became intense. It was the
only subject of conversation among rich and poor.
F.veu tlio children discoursed on the amours of
Woslry bishop and Katie Cobb. The funeml was au

imposing affair. It took piaco on Sunday, Jmio (i.
All the night before it had rained heavily, hut in the
morning the clouds broke away and the sun shouu
out brilliantly. The heights overlook ing thu rove wcro
crowded witli adcusc multitude, all eagerly discussing
the one thuluc. The roadbeds and sidewalks were
tilled with people, ami turn and boy* even clung to
the (eoivi or iwh'hiil themselves aloft in the tri'i!*.
Through Malu and Wualiiugton streets tie re warn

1'>r<K liii"* of idle K'""*i|'l" i" g»"m: .niMoualy aero**
the river and waiting Imputhmtly tor tlin
procession to more. Tun procession ItseU wa«,
in Iho eye* of the village a great piigeant.
three huudrod Mwuhh in Cull regalia hut place* iu
the Una. Toll' win# them were the Wuureagu Fire
Kngiite OoWiJiauy and .Wedgwii k Post O. A. 1L. all
wearing badge* of mourning ami sprig* of uvi'iymu
and flower*. Floral tribute* were »u|>pli«d in prutu*ioiiby the <>. I). O. and other organisation* to
whirh Mr. Cobb belonged. and the buriHl took place
under tUa auspice* of Homorsttt L<slge. Around the
grave were nearly Ave thoiinnnd people, and whim
tliv interment wait finished the funeral cortege resoIyihIitself into one vast (louiiiiittee uf tha Whole
to watch the Judicial investigation.

lilHHor a i-iiiet mw lajeunn.
The preliminary examination took plane in tbo

Court 11 iu*e. It wan » sweltering weak in June, and
eaidi day the court room wu* crowded to suffocation.
The inquiry lasted sareral days, in the beginning
Ui-leip showed not the terror* of a guilty conscience,
but the vain attempts of a man caught in the meshes
of erlme to be free were apparent troiu the outaot.
Tha day before the funeral he went to Arthur firewnr,
who, like himself ami Cobb, was a Mason, and askml
whether he would lie warranted iu disclosing a secret
alb* ting him and Charlie Cobb: souiethlug that
eiuild not hurt Cobb and that might help hitu. At
the time ho knew that Professor Doremus was analysingthe contents of Cobb's stoma h. llrewer
thought there could tie no tinrm in revealing the
secret under the circumstances, but do lim-d to listen
to it Inm*. It. ms llggwM tied other Ma»ou* be
asked to hear It. All who were approaehed ell the
subject were very reluctant; but, tlually, Mr. J. II.
Merslmu and Mr. Joseph T. Walt consented to hear
the disclosure In conjunction with Mr. Itrewer, stipulatingthat their holding tha secret should not t«ml
to the ooii< nsluient ot a crime, bishop agreed to
this, and then came the lame uud Impotent concln

lon
"About two months ago Charlie exacted a Masonic

pledge from iiic, and tlicu askcil iuu to get hiui soiuo
ar*< tiki.I think half anonuee,"
Bishop ssi'l lie hsikisl st t.'oldi and asked jestingly,

"Why, Charlie, you're not g«onu to lake it yoursclr T"
"No, I don't want to take it myself, Cobb answered.
Bishop said he got the poison lor Cobb at Show's

HERALD, SUNDAY, JA>
and then rloMd liis diarlnanre to his Maaouic brethren
Willi the w<inU, 'J'liat is all."

THE ABW.HH' 1'OWHEtta.
It wu out or this ullcgatiou that the theory of

suicide originally sprung, hut it was aoou abandoned
a* untenable. The reason assigned by t'olib for wautiing Hut arsi utc waa to poison a dog. It uoes uot appear,however, that hi- evsr poisoned any of his
neighbors' canines aud bishop very soon pro'nouneud hia story to his Masonic brethren
a lie. The defence, however, iu the hist
two days of the trial haa evolved out ot it
a theory that ia uot the irast startling feature of the
ease. In the laat year or two ot his life Charlie Cobb
was ao thiu that lie was nicknamed "Skiuuy." His
associates used to laugh at hiut about it, and he was

very sensitive in regard to it. He waa anxioiia to get
fat, and his wife swore tliut he took araeuic powders
for that purpose. It is a singular story, and it may
be true, but he was not the less poisoned by soiuo
other baud than hia owu for all that.

tIKMKANOU OS' TUB TWO etUSONKKS.
bishop's disclosure wus inudc previous to the examinationwhich was held at New I.oudon iu those

hot June days, aud, as wus intended, it all canie out
during the investigation, bishop evidently believed
this feeble story would save liiui, hot only from
the gallows, hut from the ueouaaityof undergoinga formal trial, even. Accordingly he
waa almost guy and light hearted. When he
came into court lie seemed much at his
ease, looked round him naturally and almost uouchuhintly,ami oven howed and smiled when lie recognizedan acquaintance in the crowded room. In
marked contrast with such conduct was Katie. Cobb's
behavior. Whim she came iutn court the first day she
showed that alio hail been wecpiug, but outwardly
she preserved the appearance of calmness iu a remarkabledegree. She fixed her gaze on the Hour aud
scarcely removed it during the whole time, seeming absorbedin her own thoughts. As the exaiuiuatiou progressedshe became completely broken dowu, and
tottered miller thau walked in and out of the court
room. Uue day she fainted and for u long time lay
in a swoon. That same morning bishop came down
the hill toward the City Hull with Otth'er Bowen,
smoking a cigar and chatting cheerfully with his
companion. It wus in these conditions.the one buoyant,the other despondent.that the two persons went
hack to jail to spend the weary months which must
intervene before their trial.

msuoe's ntiter comfkskidn.
Once permanently housed within the prison walls

Katie regained her composure und securely closed
her mouth and her heart uguiu&t I he world. An
equally marked change came over bishop's manner
and feelings. He saw the gallows staring hiui iu the
face mul lio trembled. Death hud u terror for him
which he could net withstand. He sought lor solace
in religion; but religion hue no solace for auch uh
he. lie liegau to devise mean* of escape, and
nis first thought was to free himself by
hanging the woitiuu. Ah he hud mode up his
mind to hang her he thought she might
as well be hanged for two crimes as one, and so he
charged her with poisouing not only her own busbaudhut his wile. It was after much hesitation and
doubt that the Urst of his so-called confessions was
made, lie narrates with great particularity the
poisons lie pureliased for Mrs. Cobb and her manner
of administering them. The motive of the crime is
also explained.love for him, and, lie says, "I was

completely rurried away with her." He tells the
story of the way in which the intrigue
began, and an exceedingly teeble and tooiish
story it is. He danced with her at a bull
und "she seemed very affectionate." During the
winter he met her at tlve or six other balls and the
affection grow apace. At the same time ho was deliveringgroceries in the other part of the house where
the Cobbs lived and "Kate was always at the window

L and I would stop and talk with lutr." After that, ho
says, when she saw liim she always took pains to recognizehim, undone day when she was out riding with
Betsy Gardner lie hitched her horse for her to alight
and helped her out of the vehicle. "She tnrew her
weight ou me." he says, "and put her arms round my
neck, but ouly for an instant. She spoke to mo
about this afterward, and said she could not
help it." On another day as lie was driving by the
house "the dour was open and she tbrsw a kiss at
mo." In tjiis way the unsophisticated Wesley Bishop
became infatuated with the designing Katie Cobb,
and was finally led to the heroic declaration thut he
would do anything he could for her, and if necessary
would die for her.

not very like a play.
The rest of the Bishop drama may be formulated

thus:.
Katie.If you die I don't want to live.
Wesley.Where is all this to end?
Katie.I don't know.
Wesley.Do you ever expect to be mine?
Katie.I do.
Wesley.When ?
Katie.Some time before long.
Wesley.How is this to be brought about? We

cannot go away and get married, as 1 nave not niouey
enough to take you and go uwuy.
Katie.If it was not for my children I would do it.
Wesley (with great wisdom).I know of ouly one

way, uud that is by a divorce.
Katie.Hattie could perhaps get a divorce, but I

couldn't. I have no ground.
Wesi.ky.You eau conduct yourself in such a way

that Charlie will leave you.
Katie.Charlie would uot leave me and the cliilprenou any provocation.
Wesley.How. th«n, do you expect to be. mine?
Katie.I only know of oue way.
Wesley.What way is that?
Katie.By burying the one I live with.
The foregoing is the exact language of both, as

quoted by Wesley Bishop in the confession, uud followingthese last words in which the man tries to
I1IW IIIU«1 llir niMHdil in nil- 11 in tl K»l< 'I m

tint crime 1h this, which to many mlmls will go fur to
knock over all Inn accusations:.

'I then asked ljer if abe was willing to bury Charlie
in order to liecome mine. Hlie naid she would think
of it and let me know to-morrow night. The neat
morning, at her house, 1 anted her it she wan ready
to auKWcr tliat question, ami she replied. 'I will tell
you to-night as I agreed.' In the evening I called on
her um arranged, wlieti she answered the <|ueHtiou liy
aayiug slic would be willing to bury Charlie in order
to live with lue."
Then the poisoning began.

a kltejich contbaht.
('entrant with this and witii what follows a little

scene from the novel to which I have referred, which
1 have taken the trouble to dramatixe for the nuke of
the illustration, to hiiow how guilty women act when
they make tip tlieir mimls to poison a husband for
a lover. This ia the way the French Kutie CobD put
the subject before the French Wesley Bishop:.
wkhi.ky.We must lie patient um! wait.
katik.Wait.for what? Till he's dead?
Wbulky.Don't speak so.
katik-Why not? (going up to him). lie has only

a few hours to live. Ne- here! (drawing a vial from
her pocket). This is what convinces me 1 aiu not
mistakeu.
wkslky (becoming livid and unable to repress bis

horror).Ob. poison!
katik (calmly).Yea, poison.
vekui.You have not used it?
katik.i have used It.
wkmi.kv.You will not use it again. (Turns toward

the door.) This very night 1 shall quit this house
forever.
katik (stopping him).Keflm-t before you set.

(Coldiy).1 will betray the fact of your relations witii
me. Who will then believe you arc not my accomplice?(She looks at htm. fie trembles.) Speak 1
Betray me if you choose. Whatever happens, for
happiness or misery, wo shall no longer be separated.
Our destinies will Is- tile same.

ut'ltyiso l halii.ik.
How like and yet how uuiike is the story Bishop

tells. As Charlie was hard to bury he repeatedly imploredKatie, so he saya, to stop, and suggested that
he would go away.
"If you want to kill inn," he says Katie said, "do

so, for I cannot live without you. Yon have liecoiuo
part of my very life."
He again tried to Induce her to desist hut she

answered, "No, I huve promised to Is \oitrs and I
waut to lie ami shall be.only have laltti in nie and
trust me a little longer." Wo ho kept on getting
more poison and she persisted in administering it,
hut Charlie wouldn't die. and one day Katie said she
thought he was poison proof. Then he told her his
getting so milch poison would get Intu into trouble.
"They will not think it all for one person," argued

Katie, according to Wesley. "Let lue try once more."
Charlie died at last, and ITnteasor lhirumus iouihi

that lie was not altogether poison proof.
thk svppi.kmrntabt ooxkkssions.

In Ida ttrst confession Bishop said that Katie suggestedthat he should give yis wife morphine, hut
that lie threw it in the lire. A few itays atterwiird lie
made a supplemental confession Hi which lie said it
was Katie who administered the poison to klrs.
Bishop, ami on the toilowiug day he contradicted
both statements and said, "1 now state that I gave
uiy wife Hattie K. Bishop a powder of morphine or
three grains, iustcad of throwing it in liiu Are."
Whim Katie Cobb was told of these confessions her
fare flushed and her eyes kindled, nud she answered
wttii emphasis, "1 love Wesley bishop! Why. 1 had
a good husband and wiiut should 1 waul of Bishop?"

wkslky iiishop'h tkntimosy.
It was thus the matter stood when the case came

on for trial and Wesley Jlishop took lhe stand as the
principal witness agslust Katie Cobb. Tiio whole
effort of tin- proai-cntlon ha* beeu to corroborate the
man'* statem nt* aa against the woman. Till* attemptedcorroboration ha* b«eu threefold:.

1. t'liat lil*bop waa iriM|iiouUy aeen 111 Katie Cobb'a
coin pun y, that the)- met clandestinely and that the
relation* bctwoen there were criminal.

'2. That he made her prencnl*, onco of a haudmlrror.once ot a gold peucil and once of a gold toothpickmarked "Pot."
That alio deluged him with sentimental poetry

clipped from the Wutx W*y Mapiumr and the Poet*'
Corner of the Norwich Hidlr.lin.
Aa the ovidelioe ha* beeu fully reported ill tli*

Hr.iiALb within a few day* it would be u*ele!ui to recapitulateIt. 1 have beeu at more pallia to uacartaln
the iiupreaaiou created by it than to nieaaurv ita
legal value. Huiiiniari/lng ita effect, then, aa It la
ahowu by the couver*ation ot the peoplu ot tht* village,I tllid public aclitlineilt strongly against botli
primmer*. Wesley lltahop ia not believed, while
Katie t obh ta condemned. Prejudice t* stronger
against the woman tlian the man. "She will break
down on eroa* examination wt* a phraae on every
tongue. Involved In a iue*h of contradiction* everybodyHarm* on the lookout for clreum*taueea that
will corroborate Wesley Jliahop. Cloacly examined
it la surprising how trivial moid of tlieae circuuiatalieeaare. A tall woman wa* *eeu en
tertng bishop's holl*n at flight -she must
Ueial* be Kallc Cobb. t'banec meeting* in
the street*, possibly, are magnified into clandestine
and illicit assignations and multiplied many tlmea
with d«udly effect. "While tier husband waa
dying tht* woman waa keeping anpolntmeuta
with litahop on the street." crj the uousip*,
"MukMHlM MtllN MKl Mdtl| lain lnM ~ii U pot
tr>." Whittnr corroboration of bin atalc-inaiit*
there ll In the tcetttnoliy of Hi'- wltncaaen for the
sum ia to ilil« eUuct. it la upon a concatenation of
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circumstances, each one slight In itself, that this
woman is to lie couvictud. if she is convicted at all,
and if she is hanged she will l>c hang--)! because Wesleybishop's wagon stopped at her door and chance
circumstances connected her tatu with his.

uahSMciau rim ennUAUii.iTiKs.
1 confess to something vary like a bias iu favor of

Katie Cobb; but this bias is the result solely of liish:op's contradictory stories. ")f he poisoned bis wife,
as he has confessed he did. but whose death he hail
previously chargsd upon Mrs. Cobb." I asked myself,
"may not lie also lie the sole poisouer of Charlie
Cobb?" His opportunities of adtnitibdcriug the
poisons were as good as hers. He was Cobb's
friend. "1 have kuowu Wesley Bishop longer than
you have," Charlie Cobb said to his mother
when she urged ltiiu to discard Bishop's e.ouipuuy.
They ate aud drank together. Cobb's medicines
were accessible to bishop at aU times if he did uot
actually furnish them. He was a pretender to some
medical knowledge uud he hail a predilection toward
arsenical poisoning, for Isiforoor about the tiiueCharllie Cobb was iirst taken 111 with poisonous symptoms
lie hud tried it successfully ou his wife and buried
her without suspicion. This is au iiuportaut elementof the rase without lieing a part of it iu its
legal aspect. In all that he has said about either
case.the poisoning oi his wile or the poisoning of
Charlie Cobb.there is ouly one assertion which is
not inconsistent with other kuowu fuels, aud that is
his avowed infatuation for Katie Cobb. That
gvowal turnlshes a luotivo for the double
crime. Unless Katie Cobb sliured iu it bo
nioue In gouty in uoui cunt**, aim me m lannn nr

tmiu convincing on this point aa against Iter. She
was apparently liappy in her home ami to the Inet watt
secure in lier husband's love. Bishop's wife was licr
moat intimate friend. In character, in mental gift#
air I in aocial position ahe waa hia superior. The in!initiation on her part ha# not been proved, to say the
least ot it. Indeed, there ia no corroboration of
the allegations of tlisliop which would e#tabli#h it.
Although he aays she wrote him many letter# he
otter# none in evidence, and the ouly scrap of her
writing in hia possession is on a newspaper cutting
and is simply the date "July 10, 1«77." It is a

straight up aud down handwriting, full of
character and comeliness. Like everything else about
the woman, it prepossesses one iu her luvor. The
letter# would have beeu conclusive, aud in hslaneiug
the chances it is more likely he would have preIserved them than the poems. These he produces,
but not those, lu view of all this her expliiuatioua
are exceedingly natural.she never wrote him a letter
in her life and the poetry waa sent to Mrs. Bishop.' In the poem on whioil the date occurs are the line#.

Since I have known her lorn was inlne
How bright the stars above mu alibis.

In the tirst line the word "her" is changed to "his"
with a pencil, hlie says she did not make the changes,
ami an inspection of the pencil marks does not show
that the changes were made with the same pencil or

by the same hand that wrote the date. Even apart
from these considerations, her explanation iu regard
to the verses is more natural than liis. They
are stamens that one woman might send
to auother, hut not such verses us Oabo-
riau's heroine would give to her paramour.
In regard to the presents, too, her story seems more
acceptable than Ills. She gave him some trilling
presents, but the "pet" was her husband; the liand!mirror ho bought for her, and she thought it was to
be paid for just a# the groceries were paid for, and
the gold pencil she found. The clandestine meetings
and the illicit relations she denies. On ull these
point# her word I# better than hi#, for she hu# never
told but one story while he lius coutradictod himself
iu regard to every essential fact.

I1IHHOP AS AN' ADAPTER.
In view of all his assertions, of his many contradictionsaud of the ucnials with which his stories

have been met, I can ouly regard Bishop as a very inferiornovelist when ho comes to work out liis plot.
In hi# confessions and in his testimony the plot of
his story is identical with that of the "Mystery of
Orctval. It is surprising how like they are, and I
have boon almost tempted to believe that Entile (laboriaiiis Bishop's favorito novelist. But hubs# none of
(iuborian's sk.ll in putting the tlesli on his skeletons.
All his averments are based upon or suggested by
some actual circumstance. Bishop's is not a creative
mind, but, like the modern playwright, bo shows tin*
adaptive faculty in a remurkable decree. It in
wlieu we consider liim in this regard that wc begiu
to see how he may have been leu to impute both
crimes to Katie Cobb. He simply changed places
with her.placed the woman in the man's shoes.
and cried out to tho world, "liehold the hend who iutatuatcdme by her devices, and then, when I was

captive to her will, made me the accomplice of her
crimes!" I do not know but that I go too far in attributingso utucn cunning to Wesley liishop, but
ho undoubtedly supplied the groundwork for
such a story. Another hand may have wrought
it out, given it form and, us fur as possible, consistency.To regard liiiu as a fool would be to tail
utterly in understanding Uiiu. His story is a startlingone.too sturtliug for the plain-faced, selfrestraiuedKatie Cobb even to have played the leadingpart in it.and I cannot shake oil' the feeling that
Wesley liishop has been trying to exchange places
with her.

THK CHIHONKKS AS WITS ESSKS.
The dcuioanor of the two prisoners, so marked in

the early stages of the ease and so marvellous In the
ehiuiges which subsequently took place, was not less
apparent in the tinal struggle. On the witness stand
liishop always seemed to lie feeling his way, as if lookingout for the pitfalls which he himself had dug. His
story had b«eij carefully traiued, thoroughly cotisid-
eml in every particular aud it was ti>l<l as it it nail
been rehearsed over and over agniu. He exhibited
none of tlje gropiugs of a forgetful actor Ashing fotilialines, but on liia cross-examination lie acoiiiod
doubtful whether his drama wax point lace or calico.
Up to that time 1 bad never xeeu the man. X
watched him carefully, and an 1 looked into hi*
clammy, hypocritical and angular lace and followed
him in liix furtive uiannerixmH and awkward gestureaI recognized in the shuttling wituexa the wilful
murderer. Then I read liix textlniony at the preliminaryexamination huiI hia confessions, and 0011;traxtud them with liia lateai atory. The poetry wax a
new feature iu the eusa, supplied, I believe, to
streugthiol the atory of the correspondence and the
illicit connections. Hia accouut of liix infatuation was
not ax pronounced, but he increased the number
of the illicit connections and was more malevolent
tliau ever in blackening the character of the
woman, ilccuxioually he would xinile, and whenever
lie sprung some fresh surprise upon the Court there
wouid be a merry twinkle in hia eyes. It was a spectacleeven more saddening than disgusting. All this
time Katie Cobb sat bufore the accuser calm, dignified,unmoved. (Inly once or twice did she deign to
dart a look of fierce hatred at the man on the witnessstand. What she thought or felt no man could
tell, and it was just after bishop had left the
stand for the last time that I followed her
into one of the private rooms of the Court
House, accompanied by her counsel, and hail the
conversation with her which 1 have already described."What do you think of Mr. No-and-rto ?"
said Mr. Wait to me, naming a prominent politician.
1 protested I did not want to say, but he pressed me.
"well, if I had any business relations with him I
would watch him." "Would he make a good husbandt" asked the lawyer. "I did not know you
were speaking of matters of the heart," 1 said. "I
should suy yes, decidedly, if the lady lovea him."
Mrs. Cohb laughed almost aloud, aud I almost
wondered whether Mr. Wait was going to supply Mrs.
Cobb with a husband as soon as he succeed* in acquittingher.

MRS. conn IK COURT.
All day Thursday aud yesterday she was on the

witness stand, and she bore the ordeal well. Those
who expected her to break down were disappointed.
She was as self-contained on tliu stand as when she
sat under bishop's accusations, and.all her answers
were frank sud straightforward. Tliii impression she
made was excellent, and her emotion wbeu she describedthe deathbed of her husband was uot overstrainedor overacted. The ease is not yet closed,
but It will tie on Monday, and then will follow the
arguments of counsel, the charge of the Court and
the verdict of the jury, which may, pcrchauce, be only
an ante-climax preceding the final fall of the curtain.

FROUHKHM Of THK TRIAL.
The trial was resumed at nineo'clock this morning,

aud, occupying a scat on the bench as s visitor, was

Judge Hovey, who is taking a rent alter Ave weeks of
the Charter Dak Company rase at Hartford.

The tlrst witness railed tor the (Usenet; tlii<* mornlngwas I>r. Iflifiy A. Jewett, of New Haven The Doctorin a tie.ivy, digtiiUcd gentleman, with iron gray
mustache ami tiiuttou chop wblakers. He brought
into court a dozen medical workn in which arsenical
poisoning wan treated of. He testified:.I have
been a practitioner for forty yearn ami have given
much attention to poisoning ami hare been engaged
in every care of thin kind in the New
Haven court* for many year*: arsenic poisnulug I
have olten investigated; I iiave no personal knowledgeof aracuie eating in various parts of the world,
lint 1 know it from the beat authorities; in "Headlandon the Action or Medicine on the System" ho
says, on page :t07, that large quantities can lie taken
li> a jiersoti habituated to the u*e of ar*cmc; on
page tints is recounted the visit of several European
ph\ Hielan* to Htyrta, In Lower Austria, where arsenic
eating is practised, and uien were seen to take
tive ot six grams at a dose, while a single
grain is deadly to a person unaccustomed to its
use; the strongest form of arsenic is arsenic acid or
white arsenic; "Taylor's Medical Jurisprudence,"
page'J I, say a that the influence of poison is chiefly
derived from organic poiaoua, and doubts the stories
of arsenic eating in Htyrta and corroaive sublimate
eating in Turkey, but in the appendix to the work Is
recounted the practices of the people of Htyria, where
one insu took weekly enough to kill ten English
adults.

A STY litAN HtTt'RHSTITION.
Yet in this country no physician lias ever found

anything corresponding; death is the ileal result of
flic practice; an absurdity referred to by Taylor Is
that tlie Htyriaus take this poison at certain stages of
the tuoun. on the same principle thai some old
Country people in America will not kill their hogs
at certain stages of the moon, through fear that the
flesh will shrink in the pot when boiling! in a
later edition ol Taylor's work Is recounted the death
of an Hrseulc eater, with ail the symptomsof chronic |Hiisoning; In this esse,
winch was hi Halifax, the tnau had been
an arsenic eater lor mice years, and became
greatly emaciated; Htille s "Materia Mcdica" describestic cited* of arsenic as used In Htyrta; the
arsenic taken licgtu* with a half grain, which is
taken several times weekly, and continues it for
mouths to familtarixe the system thoroughly with
the use of the poison: then the quantity is gradually
increased; the taker becomes volatile in manner and
is enabled to emlure great fatigue and ascend great
heights; it Is uoteil, however, that serious results
cveutuaily occur; the practice cannot readily be
abandoned; great emaciation occurs for souto
reason which cannot be explained. lint
is attributed to a disease resulting from tile practice;
Itinger's "Handbook on Therapeutics" remarks thai
the statement* regarding the effeeta of tile habitual
use of arsenic are conflicting; the use of Ihe drug
lli Htjria is described, the women Using It for tliuir

>LE SHEET
complexion anil the men to arable them to endure
great fatigue. Vet the system never wholly tolerates
the ponton and the eater* otleu come to miserable
deaths, sometimes talliug dead suddenly; Bidiile's
"Materia Medina tor the Use of Student*." edition of
ls't, page ;cki, aaya that araeule acid ill medieiual
doaee la beiitdiciul, and refer* briefly to the Sty riau

Jraotice. The "Chemistry of Common LUe," by
ohnatou, second volume, edition of 1*61, page 15(1,

*ay* that white srseuie, in minute done*, is a tonic
and alterative; it ia aouietiiue* used 1 or cutaneous
diseases; but it ia rarely used by physicians, aud ha*
never been a household medicine. The Styrian practicein described and it* result* stated, the practice
having great antiquity.

a rut'ixv viils maid's vanity.
The young peasant* ure greatly improved by its

use, both in fare aud figure. A story ia told of a
milkmaid who took arsenic with the intent of attractingher lover. She became roay and her figure beautifullyrounded out; but endeavoring to increase the
effect* «lie incautiously took an overdose aud died a
victim to her vanity. No evideucc* of chronic poisoningare noticed while regular dose* arc taken; hut if
they are stopped there are bad symptoms, and if overdose*are taken there are slight symptom* of poisouiug.ltoacoe'a "Chemistry," edition of 1ST*, mentions
tin- Styrian cases, and notes that the practice is usuallycarried on in «e -ret.
The opium cater practise* hi* habit in secret, ao do

all person* adictcd to similar practices, for they are
probably ashamed. Continuing Dr. Jcwett said:.
Opium is takeu in various forms, sometimes as paregoric,as a gum, die. Several pages from tin "Memoir*ot the Literary aud Philosophical Society at
Manchester," published In Loudon in 1*6.1, were
read. State Attorney Waller objected that the writer*
quoted arc not recognized as authority.
Chief Justice Park ruled that these statements must

not bo taken a* sworn evidence or facts proven in
thin cane. They really are atateiueuta runt which
the authority bus drawn certain theories and conclusions.

Witness quoted largely from other medical authors
on the effects of poisous.
Cross-examined.I have never seen an arsenic cater

in my life, neither have 1 seeu a physician who had
a case; 1 get no American opinion tliat the hutnun
body can tolerate arsenic in large quantities: I have uo

knowledge of the huuiau body being capable of sustainingwhat ordinarily are considered fatally poisonousdoses.
The prosecution read from "Taylor on Poisons," editionof lW, an approved authority of the doctor's, to

show there was no authority for saying that human
beings can habituate themselves to tue use of arsenic
in ordinarily fatal doses, for tho doctor's indorsement;but be did not readily indorse. Also from the
same authority lie read of the precautious of arsenic
miners in stopping their nostrils and mouths to preventpoisoning by inhalation. I do not allow the
Styriau stories to influence my opinion of arsenic
eating in this country; 1 advise uo one to try it.

iic-Jircct examination.Tho fuliiug of the board is
au indication of disease in tile system; the actiou of
viuegar bitters, California wine bitters, Atwood's
bitters and Winchester's byperphospliatc, taken in
doses, prove deleterious to the system.
Miss Jennie Douglass recalled.Mrs. Cobb came to

see uie the last part of May; X do not know the time
of day; X should say between seven and eight
o'clock,
Uowurd L. Stanton, called and sworn, testified:.

On the Slst Oi May I was ul theDeluney engine house;
I came out aliout nine o'clock and met Ui'h, Cobb ami
hor little daughter, and walked to the corner of Pearl
and Fairmont streets; she was going home, 1 think.
Cross-examined.1 knew it was after nine because

the boat train had arrived.
THE "PUT" cur AND 8AUOKB.

Mrs. Betsy B. Waterman was recalled by tho prosecution:.
(j. In auswor to a question yesterday, "Bid yon

show your little granddaughter a cup and saucer
marked 'Pet' and ask her if she remembered her
lather making her mother a present t" A. I did not;
1 never saw the cup and saucer.

y. Bid you not tell the little girl she was mistaken
about the "Pet" cup and saucer? A. I did not; 1
never heard of the cup and saucer till i heard of it in
court; tho little girl came home and asked about a
motto on the wall, and I told her the motto was on
the wall over the door; the little girl said she was
uskixl by the lawyers about a cup and sanrer, and
that slic told theiu that if her mother had a cup and
saucer marked "Pet" her grandfather must have it.
as he had taken lier mother's dishes.
Mr. L. W. Dudley was called to testify to the purchaseof a second mirror by Bishop in the spring of

1N7H.
Kev. Hugh Montgomery, called and sworn, tes-

uuku;.i «ui puniui ui cut- tuaitu .ucuiuuint \>uun u,

1 was at bishop's house tile. (lay she. (licit; 1 met Mrs.
Cobb on the street a few rods tin: west side of tlio
house; she was weeping and apparently feeling very
had; 1 went in and saw bishop; 1 t ailed at Mr.
Cobb's an hour utter his decease; i saw Mrs. Cobb;
she was weeping very bitterly; 1 think she was
seated on tli t sofa with a lady triend weeping; 1
prayed with the tainily uud then left.

a child's testimony.
The prosecution called the little girl Delia W. Cobb,

aged less than ten years next March. The defence
objected to her testimony on the elsiiu that she was
too tender in years to give evidenoe. District AttorneyWaller feelingly addressed the Court regretting
the necessity that demanded suou an expedient, but
deeuied it the only thing left for the Htatu to do under
the circumstances. She gave her name prettily as
Delia W. Cobb. She said, in answer to the attorney,
"If I swear to tell tlio truth I shall tell the truth; if
I do not tell the truth It is wwow." Judge Culver
interrogated Iter pleasantly tun to who would punish
her if siio told u falsehood, aud she replied, "<tod."
In response to Colonel Wait, of tlio defence, oh to
whether she understood the nature of an oath, she
Haul, "So, sir." The Court, deeming the ehild hail a

sufficiently comprehensive idea of right and wrong,
admitted her teatimouy.

District Attorney Waller asked her who wan present
when (the told tilecounsel fur the .State ahout the cup
marked "Pet," and she readily called each
peraon present by name. In auawer to a

question what her grandmother said to her
when she got home she said, "I do not remember."
Colonel Wait, of the defence, deuied the right of the
prosecution to go into an inquiry between the child
and Mra. Waterman, as Mra. Waterman was not on
trial. The prosecution had called .Mrs. Watermau
and made her a witness lor the State to get her evl-
deuce alMdit a certain cup marked "Pot," and the At-
toruey tor the State, he claimed, had no right to bring
a child to contradict hlH own witness.

Mr. Waller, for the State, said Mr*. Waterman had
bis-u au important witness for the defence, and the
State wished to show site was an incredible witness,
because she had tampered with other witnesses.
The Court ruled that the State had a perfect right,

under the rules of law, to impeach the grandmother
as a witness by the testimony of the little grand-
daughter if she had attempted to influence licr to
testify falsely.
The Uttle girl was then allowed to testify. She

wore a white telt hat, trimmed with blue ribbon, sit-
ting jauutily on her head, and a double breasted
frock, beneath which hung a pretty Scotch plaid
whiter dress. She was a handsome child, and the
court room was hushed to the stilluexx of death that
every word the child might say could be heard. Shu
testified aa follows:.

I went borne to grandma Waterman's; saw her as
soon as I went into tne house; I do not remember
what my grandmother said: I told my grandmother
II wtai slie asked me; I told hor I auswercd all tbe

questions you asked ine; bout the note Mr. Bishop
gave ino, an<l whether maiuma wiu clever to pep*.
anil about the motto on the wall, and about the cup;
I told uiy grandmother you u»ki il uie if my motlior
hail a cup and what It had on it; 1 aaul
"l'etj" I don't remeulier I told my grandmother
bout it; my grandmother told me huh dldu't liavo

any cup witu "Pet" on it; my grandmother ahowed
me a cup with aomething on it and aaui it wan her
cup; iny graudmuther told mo it was her cup I aaw;
it Hiild ou It, "A prcacnt frotn Celts;" it wa* wwk beforelaid; I told my grandmother Bishop told me to
hill mother something, 1 could not tell whut; 1 do
not remember whut grandmother said.
The Court then adjourned until Tuesday at nine

o'clock. The plea* will be mwla Tuesday afterniHHi
ami Weilneailay morning, ami it ia hoped a verdict
may be reached Wednesday night.

THE DEAD MURDERER.

THE BODY OF BENJAMIN HCNTKU AH BNSP.EMI.TEXHIBITION OK MOBUII) CURIOHITT.

THE ALI.EUKD ATTEMPTED HUICIDK.
riitunKLi'iiiA, Jan. 11, IH7».

After the strangled body of Benjamin Huutcr, the
murderer of John M. Armstrong, w a* cut down from
Sheriff Calhoun's newfangled gatlow* yesterday. It
wan given In charge of John C. Hunter, the brokenheartedbrother. It wan brought to this city aa

quietly as poHRlble and taken to tbe undertaker'*
hop of David 1. Kaliock, at Hecond and Ualnbridge

street*. There It remained until one o'clock thi*
morning, wlicu It wan privately removed to the
home of the Horrowtng family of the (lead man, on

Tenth street, below Wharton, llnfore the execution
took place crowds of people began gathering In
front of the hotiso where Hunter had lived,
and aa the day worn on a motley and noisy
throng Idly waited for the expected undertaker's
wngou containing the corpse of the murderer. But
they waited in vain fur a chance of natisf) lug their
morbid cravings, and at length this diagracetul ami
uuaecmly exhibition of bad taste was put an end to
by the police, who, at the solicitation of the family,
drove tile tlimug away anil assured them that their
curiosity would uot be satisfied. At one o'clock
this morning, wlieu the streets were deserted,
the body was taken home anil placed in the second
story front room in au icebox, where it now lies. Mr.
John (J. Hunter stayed with the family all night. The
funeral will probably take place on Mouday, but will
be kept aa private as possible. No public niiouiMWnieiitof the time or place will Is- made. To-day
crowds again lingered near tin house.

MUNTKB's WILL.
It Is understood that Hunter in his will leaves what

remains of his estate to his wife anil children. A
gentleman who interested himself in the doomed
nana behalf, says that tbe dcrcncu could not have
cost Hunter less than f l.\noo, and this amount,
tak eli from what hit was represented to lie worth,
along with his wife's interest, in all $tti.iH«). would
leave the family lu Very good ctTcunistauocs. It la
said that the family will remove to the West.

a mkhicaL oriMioN.
Dr. Thomas H. Andrews, Demonstrator of Anatomyin the Jefferson Medical College, whs present at

the hinging, lu Ills official rapacity, under tbe orders
ol the Sheriff. Uc stiles that about ten minutes previousto the haiigiug lie snw the culprit. He was

lying Upon the bed. and upon being questioneduid not answer. Shortly before chin-

f tag down (tain to W*' bl« doom ho
made a request for stimulant, which was

granted liim in tho shape of about two ounce*
of whiskey, not enough, however, in the lauguage of
the doctor, to produce the semi-consciousness which
lie allowed previous to execution. This condition
was the result neither ot intoxication oor lust of
blood lroui hi* aelf-inflicted wound, but merely from
the wretch's terror and cowardice. The story of
Hunter's attempted suicide, it now appears,
was exaggerated. The cool investigations of
seience show that the "pint »"d a half of blood"
amounted to scarcely an ounce, and the severing of
an "artery" was merely the fracture of a veiu.
frufeasor Andrews, who made au <>»' lal examinationot Hunter's body tor the purpose of certifying

his death before tho Coroner, declares that there was
a slight incision noticeable on the left leg. immediatelyover the tibia, but not in the neighborhood uf
any large blood vaaacl.

THE COURTS.

ENFORCING THE COLLECTOR TO SHOW CUSTOM
HOUSE FILES.

Late in the fall of 1*78 oue Peddriok, the Custom
House clerk of Beukaiti * HttMon, one of the oldest
and largest importing houses in the country, absconded,and the Custom House oitlcers claimed that
duties to the amount of over fl'lO.lHM, gold, had been
due and unpaid for some time from that flriu. They
were notified to pay that aniouut and have their warehousebonds cancelled. The firm had issued checks
for the full amount of thcua duties to Peddrlck at
the time of the withdrawal trom warehouse
of the goods, aod had always supposed that
this amount had been puid at the Custom
House in the regular course of business, inasmuch as

the Collector liud in every case issued permits to the
warehouse men informing them that the duties were

paid iu full and authorizing the delivery of the goods
to Bnnkard k Hutton. The firm at once sent to the
Custom House their bookkeejiers and clerks, who
commenced the examination of their entries uud
bonds on tile, which purported to show, so far as

they went, that all the duties due had been
promptly paid, and the permits for delivery
surrendered by Bcnkard k Hutton to the
Collector upon receipt of their goods from the
government warehouse in every ease recited
that the duties had Iteeu paid iu full. They began
then an inquiry how it could happen that the official
records showed such payment if iu fact no payment
had been made by Peddriek, and they were told by
the customs officers that Peddriek had filled m blank
spaces In tlie permits to make them coverother goods
than those upon which the duties had been paid, and
that he had probably pocketed the difference.
Tint importers then inquired how it happenedthat permits were issued reciting
the payment or duty wirh blanks that could
be filled up to cover other goods. Tho only
answer tliey have yet received was that, while they
were still examining the records ot the Custom
House, u suit was begun iu the United States Circuit
Court for about $110,000 and another in the District
Court for about $10,000; that iu tho former an attachmentwas issued ugainst the property of the Arm
on the ground that .Mr. Hutton, who had a residence
at Orange, N. J., was a non-resident ot the State of
New York; that this tied up their business and
naturally caused much confusion and anxiety tor the
time, and put a stop to their scrutiny of the
Custom House Ales; that the firm was
of abundant stability and resources, and
promptly deposited in the two courts tlio
full amount of (he government's claim and interest
111 gold, to abide the result of the suits, whereupon
the attachment was vacated; that then it became
known that the Arm would defend the suits, and upon
the application of their counsel to inspect the
Custom House flies for the purpose of preparing their
uwunnt uuuei uir mumu itiiibdu mi jMinuit muj »uspectionor access to tliem. According to the course
of business at the Custom House, when duties are

paid the record evidence of payment appears on
the permits for the delivery of the goods and such
other papers as are kept and tiled lit the Custom
House; that the customs officers are instructed to
and do customarily refuse to give any receipt for the
pay went mf duties, and that no ehecks are taken, hut
tho gold must be takeu over the counter; and, therefore,unless tho importer in person pays the duty, ho
is at the mercy of a dishonest clerk or dishonest customsofficers, except so far as he is protected by
the record evidence of payment on the
Custom House papers. The defendants, upon
the refusal of Collector Merritt to permit
their eoiiueel to see the records, applied to Judge
Choatc in the United States District Court for a stay
of all proceedings by the government until they
should lie permitted free inspection of theso records,
and also tor a mandamus directed to the Collector to
compel him to permit such inspection. These motionscame on for argument yesterday before Judge
Choatc, and the right of the defendants to the inspectionof the papers covering all the foregoing ground
was discussed, and the .claim was made in behalf
of the defendants that uuder section 14 of the
Judiciary act the United States District Court could
issue the writ of uiaudamus in the peudiug suit, and
in aid of it, to suable the defeudauts to lunke their
formal answer. Assistant District Attorney Jones appearedfor the Collector and the government, aud ex-
AHVllMIll 1/jMint-b Alicnitr^ Ibnger .u. nniiiiM*" «uu

John N. Whiting for the defendants. Judge Choate
reserved bin decision, Maying that he would reach It
during the coming week.

pfcjrions in bankbuptot.
Judge Choutc, of the United States District Court,

rendered an important derision yesterday in the mat-'
tur of Charles V. L. Pitts, bankrupt. This was upon
a lnotiou to vacate a stay of proceedings. by the efi'e. t
of which a creditor of the bankrupt who recovered
judgment prior to the commencement of the proceedingsin bankruptcy was stayed from arresting
the bankrupt. The judgment was recovered for
goods sold and delivered, Before judgment an order
of arrest waa made ou affidavits showing that the
plaintiff was induced to give credit for the
goods l>y lolse representations as to his credit and
means. From this an appeal was taken, which was
not Anally determined tilt after the commencement
of the bankruptcy proceedings. "The order was
then affirmed," sayt Judge Cheats, "and is now in
fores, and, under tlis laws of Nhw York, entitles the
jndgment creditor to an execution against the person."
In conclusion Judge Choate decides that the stay
shall be vacated "an as to allow the issue of process
ou the judgment for the arrest of the bankrupt."
t'. Wliitaker appeared for bankrupt aud Bernard and
Fiero for Judgment creditors.
Judge Choate also rendered a decision yesterday in

the matter of Oliver B. Whltuer, bankrupt. This
was a motion to vacate or modify a stay of proceedingswhich prevents a creditor from proceeding to
enforce by warrant of arrest a decree of a Surrogate
against the baukrupt as an adminiatrapir. "The
creditor," decides Judge Choate, "is the owner by assignmentof certain claims against the bankrupt for
nxsnsuo suuiaIvaiI \\%r hini ax mi ntilliatviitltV Bllll wll il>il

he lias misappropriated, and for the pay incut of
which a llnal decree wim entered by the Surrogate,
which has lieen docketed and execntioti Issued thereon
unsatisfied." He dirt-eta that the stay be "modiliud ao

that it shall not prevent proceedings upon the basis of
the Harrogate's decree for comiuituicut and arruat of
the bankrupt."

THE BERMBN DISPOSSESS CASE.
In relation to the dispossess caae of Boach against

Berrien. a report of which appeared in yesterday's
Hkham>, Messrs. Dunne aud Nolan, counsel for tho
plaintiff and for Mr. Mtotnsbury, his grantor, allege
thai In ordt-r to place Mr. Stotesbury'a relations to
the ease in a true light it should be stated that
(h-ueral Ward already hold a contract for the purchase
of tho property before .Mr. Htotcsl>ur> s sympathies
Were enlisted in tho matter at all; that it was only
when (teneral Ward was unable to complete the contractthat Mr. Htoteahury consented to interfere; that
it then became tin- understanding that each waa to
furnish fl,AOO. and that In this (h-ueral Ward failed,
and Mr. Htoteahury. being bound lu the contraet with
the owner, was compelled to carry it out alone,
aud, with the usseiit of both (iem ral Ward aud
Mrs. Berrien, took the deed In his own name. As to
the letter which Mra. Berrien was given "twenty-four
hours" withiu which to write, it la claimed it had
relation to matters entirely disconnected with any
desire on the pari of Mr. Htoteahury to hara General
Ward vacate his room, and did not originate
in any faucy on the part of tho toriucr
Tor such room or any other room in the
house. The letter from which It was sought to Infer
a declaration of trust, it is alleged further by counsel
ior the defendant, had relation merely to Mr. Htnte**
bury'a declaration of willingness to convey the propertyto Mrs. Berrien. withiu live years, on payment
by'her of Ilio Amount expended thereon, mml tliat
till* declaration be would Rladly >1 auy tiuia bavo
carried iuto oiloct.

_

HRItiBTH or AhRIUNEEA.
A motion waa yeeterday mall before Judge Oboata,

ill tbe United States Oourt, by Mr. Charles Strauss,
counsel for Philip Wolf A Co., to compel the aaatgnuo
of the estate of Charles Matty A Co., bankrupts, to
niaku au accounting of the ratAtc In hia hand*. The
petition aim** that the bankrupt* wore adjudicated
on April 'JH, 1H70. attire which time nothliiR liaa boon
done; that At a meeting held before ltogiaicr Dayton
hruunt F. lluruhardt waa elected ahhiuiico by tho
friend* of the bankrupts, and that ho Tiaa aliice collecteda larRc amount or money for which he refu*c*
to account. Thene facta being made to appear Judge
Cboate ordered the peremptory tiling of au account
by the assignee, anil that he be attached for contempt
of Court in not ap)>earing to anawer the petition, and
that be lie pcraonally charged with the expense* of
the prociM'dinga. Tin* la one of aevnral auntlar motion*which are made under the recent order of
Judge Cheatc to compel assignees to report their prooeediugato the Court.

FRANCIH MUKPHY'H FAREWELL.
Francis Murphy, the temperance advocate, who

bee Wn doing auch good work for the past two
month* in thla city, cloaca hit labor* till* evening at
the Free Tabernacle Church, Thirty-fourth atreat,
between Seventh aud Eighth avenue*. Curing hi*
atay here Mr. Murphy ha* Induced 'JA.nun peraon*
to aign the pledge. It la expected that hia farewell
thl* evening lo New York will be the occaaton for a.
large turnout of tha frlauda of tha teuiperaucoj
cause. * ^ )

Uiisoii (MU|ijiru .11 iirr uuur.

UNCORROBORATED ASSERTIONS.

More Medical Testimony.Arsenic Eating
Said To Be Practised in Styria

A CHILD ON THE STAND.

Norwich, Conn., ian. 11, 187(1.
It would seem impossible that in such a quiet and

seques'ered villnm* as th's, where every home
breathes of comfort and every hilltop of poetry, a

trial should ever orour for a crime ho heinous as that

charged against Katie Cobb, so startling in the inci-
dents which led to it and so sickening in the events
which followed it. Coming out of the crowded court
room.where 1 believe I was brought face to face
with every gossip-monger iu Connecticut, ami

, where I had a pleasant chat of hulf au hour
With Katie Cobb herselt I took a stroll over the sue-

cession of declivities on which the town is built. A
more picturesque village cannot be imugincd. riven
1st. Thomas. In the West Indies, perched as it is on
tlie sides of u mountain which rises out of the sea,
is not more romantic iu its situutiou. As I stood on
tiic plateau below the Court House and gazed ou the
two rivers which meet at the bottom of the hills I
could not fail to recall Stedman's lines included In

Longfellow's "Poems of Places," and feel how delightfulit must be in summer time to

idly wander wdiere
Hhetuekei flows meandering, or Yuntic
Leaps through the cloven air.

Why auybisly should build u city here, unless Indiantradition and the spirit of Uncas, whose name one
sees everywhere about, was the incentive to it, is
more than 1 can conceive, although the more practical
reason that here is the hcud of tidewater may have
had something to do with It. Let this be as it may,
I was very miieli impressed with the snow eapped
beauty of the crested hills, with their lines of terracedNew J-'.uglaud cottages dotting their sides.
When I met Katie Cobb.being introduced to her by
her senior counsel. Congressman Wait.it was of these
things I spoke to her, and she became thoroughly unrestrainedin manner, if not absolutely enthusiastic,
as I led her to dilate on the natural beauties of Norwich.
"There are some delightful drives in the neighborhood,"she said, "and in the summer there is not a

more beautiful town anywhere ill New England."


